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If you attended this month’s luncheon on 

Monday February 2, you heard our Nation-

al President, Bill Miller, speak about how 

AGA can provide you with added opportu-

nities in your pathway to success.  As he 

mentioned, AGA is made up of 102 chap-

ters worldwide, and we are very fortunate 

to have him commit his time to our chap-

ter.  In case you ever wondered, the Nash-

ville chapter is the 5th largest based on 

membership size!  He pointed out that he 

strongly believes in passion, because to be 

successful at something you have to have 

passion for it.  I think that what most lead-

ers, innovators and all the movers and 

shakers in the world definitely have passion 

for is to be something great.  That great-

ness is how you measure success, however 

you define it.   

President’s day is on February 16, and  

even though I did intentionally request that 

we have prior chapter presidents sit at the 

head table this month, it was merely a coin-

cidence that it was during the month in 

which President’s day fell.  In keeping with  

this theme, I’d like to take this opportunity 

to give a little chapter history.  Below is a 

listing of all of our previous chapter presi-

dents and the years they served. 

1978-1979 Frank L. Greathouse 
1979-1980 James A. Matheney 
1980-1981 Charles K. Bridges 
1981-1982 Constance S. Wilkison 
1982-1983 Richard V. Norment 
1983-1984 Charles L. Harrison 
1984-1985 Robert L. Buckham 
1985-1986 Joseph R. Cimino 
1986-1987 Chris L. Gingles 
1987-1988 E. Paul Long 
1988-1989 Barbara K. White 
1989-1990 Michael R. Shinn 

1990-1991 Dennis F. Dycus 
1991-1992 Deborah V. Loveless 
1992-1993 Arthur L. Alexander 
1993-1994 Dot Shelton 
1994-1995 John P. Casey 
1995-1996 Ron Paolini 
1996-1997 Ronald L. Erickson 
1997-1998 Joe Holzmer 
1998-1999 Lea Ann Boucher 
1999-2000 Betty Harbison 
2000-2001 Jeff Smith 
2001-2002 Margaret Walker 
2002-2003 Jim Arnette 
2003-2004 Phil Carr 
2004-2005 Melinda Parton 
2005-2006 Dianne McKay 
2006-2007 Gerry Boaz 
2007-2008 Ann Collett 
2008-2009 Kathy Anderson 
2009-2010 Karen B. Hale 
2010-2011 Melvin Jones 
2011-2012 Shirley Henry 
2012-2013 Ray Register 
2013-2014 Rusty Lacy 
2014-2015 Michelle Earhart 
 

Finally, I don’t want to forget to congrat-

ulate the Education committee for a suc-

cessful winter seminar.  I have received a 

lot of positive feedback on the presenta-

tions and speakers.  If you ever have  

topics or speakers you would like to see 

at a luncheon or seminar, you are en-

couraged and welcomed to make a sug-

gestion to the Chapter Executive Com-

mittee.  You can see a listing of members 

and their contact information on the last 

page of this newsletter.  Still upcoming 

this year will be our spring social, March 

and April luncheons and the May awards 

luncheon.  Hope to see you there! 

Michelle 



Luncheon Meeting Dates 

September 8, 2014 

October 14, 2014 

November 3, 2014 

December 1, 2014 

January 5, 2015 

February 2, 2015 

March 9, 2015 

April 6, 2015 

May 4, 2015 

 

CEC Meeting Dates 

August 28, 2014 

September 25, 2014 

October 30, 2014 

November 20, 2014 

December 18, 2014 

January 29, 2015 

February 26, 2015 

March 26, 2015 

April 30, 2015 

AGA’s National Professional De-
velopment Training Event (PDT) 

July 12—15, 2015 

Gaylord Opryland 

Nashville, TN 

 

AGA’s annual premier education 
event offers up to 24 CPE hours 
and brings together the top offi-
cials in federal, state and local 
government as well as academia 
and the private sector for three 
and a half days of intensive train-
ing and networking. AGA’s PDT 
has been the go-to event for the 
government accountability com-
munity for over 60 years. 

Pictured above is the Nashville 
Chapter booth promoting the 
2015 National PDT at this year’s 
event. 

 

Audio Conference — Fraud Risk 
Management — November 19, 
2014 

 

Audio Conference — How Do you 
Spell Success? E-T-H-I-C-S! — De-
cember 10, 2014 

 

Winter Seminar — January 13—
14, 2015, Nashville State Commu-
nity College 

 

Audio Conference — Strengthen-
ing Grants Management — Janu-
ary 28, 2015 

 

Audio Conference — Perfor-
mance Management — February 
4, 2015 

 

Audio Conference — Government 
Financial Management — March 
4, 2015 

 

Southeast Regional Professional 
Development Training (PDT) — 
March 25-27, 2015, Edgewater 
Hotel Gatlinburg, TN 

 

Audio Conference — Fraud Pre-
vention — April 29, 2015 

Save the Date 



 

expose ... a piece that has already 
become part of Nashville's politi-
cal folklore."  
 
Jeremy's received ten MidSouth 
Emmys, the Edward R. Murrow 
award, and multiple first place 
honors from the Associated Press, 
including the 2011, 2012, 2013 
and 2014 best investigative re-
porting award. In 2013, the Asso-
ciated Press named him in the 
best TV large market reporter in 
Tennessee. He's also received one 
of the highest honors in investiga-
tive journalism: the IRE certificate 
for breaking news investigations 
for his stories exposing mistakes 
made by government agencies 
during the flood that swamped 
downtown Nashville. He's also 
been named as a finalist for the 
IRE three times and received a na-
tional Emmy nomination for inves-
tigative reporting. 
 
Jeremy is reminded daily what's 
important in life, thanks to the 
women who run his life, especially 
his wife and two daughters. When 
they allow him to do so, he's an 
terrible marathon runner and ob-
sessive reader. 
 
While he's most proud of his in-
vestigations, he admits his favor-
ite assignment was covering the 
2004 Summer Olympics in Athens, 
Greece for WSMV and all stations 

 

Jeremy Finley is the chief investi-
gative reporter for the Channel 4 
I-Team and anchors Channel 4 
News at 4:00 and 4:30. He spe-
cializes in investigations into cor-
ruption, criminal activity and 
waste of taxpayer money. 
 
The Nashville Scene wrote that 
Jeremy is "no stranger to block-
buster expose's." His reporting 
has prompted multiple criminal 
charges and guilty pleas, district 
attorney investigations, new 
state laws, the resignation of one 
of the highest paid elected offi-
cials in Nashville, disciplinary ac-
tions for 70 inmates in Tennes-
see prisons, and a one million 
dollar payout to the victims of a 
nationwide company scamming 
the sick and uninsured. 
 
Jeremy was the first to expose 
the "unintended acceleration" in 
Toyota vehicles, which ultimately 
led to one of the largest recall of 
automobiles in the nation's his-
tory. But it's his investigations 
into elected officials which 
prompted the Nashville Post to 
name him in its 2012 "In Charge" 
issue, calling him a watchdog for 
exposing corrupt politicians. 
After Jeremy exposed an elected 
official lounging in his bathrobe 
while claiming to be a meeting, 
the Nashville Scene called the 
story, "a devastatingly effective  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
owned by the Meredith corpora-
tion. 
 
Jeremy is a graduate of Southern 
Illinois University at Carbondale, 
and has a Master's degree in pub-
lic affairs reporting from the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Springfield. 
 
 
 
 
 
We are honored to have nearly 30 
members of the Tennessee Chap-
ter International Association of 
Assessing Officers (TIAAO)  join us 
for our March meeting.  The      
TIAAO is a  non-profit organization 
to the improvement of assessing 
practices and procedures in the 
State of Tennessee through edu-
cation of its members and to the 
advancement of the International 
Association of Assessing Officers 
(IAAO) objectives.  
 
 
 

                  March Luncheon SpeakerMarch Luncheon SpeakerMarch Luncheon Speaker   
         Jeremy Finley Jeremy Finley Jeremy Finley ———   WSMV Investigative ReporterWSMV Investigative ReporterWSMV Investigative Reporter   

Jeremy Finley 



Committee News 

2015 St Jude Country Music Mara-
thon and ½ Marathon presented by 
Nissan 

 
On Saturday April 25, there is ex-
pected to be over 30,000 runners 
and walkers in Music City. AGA will 
be participating in this event by 
providing runners/walkers, manning 
water stations or accepting dona-
tions. Volunteers are also needed at 
the Health and Fitness Expo at the 
Nashville Convention Center on 
Wednesday, April 22and Friday April 
24 and at the YMCA of Middle Ten-
nessee KD’s Rock Race Sunday, April 
28 , and on Race Day, Saturday, April 
25 at the Start and Finish Line. All 
volunteers will receive a t-shirt and 
a ticket to the post-race concert. 
For additional information contact 
Tammy Fruscione at Tam-
my.Fruscione@cot.tn.gov or Emily 
Gray at Emily.gray@tn.gov.  

To submit your volunteer forms 
electronically please click the link 
below. 

http://runrocknroll.competitor.com/
nashville/volunteer 

To register for the race: 

http://runrocknroll.cpmpetitor.com/
nashville/register 

To donate to the cause: 

https://fundraising.stjude.org/site/
Dona-
tion2;jsessionid=7819B73DC98E531
536B7FD8DCF81BC3D.app295a?
idb=1621539919&1761.donation=fo
rm1&df_id=1761&FR_ID=3861&PRO
XY_ID=3861&PROXY_TYPE=21 

of their national full membership fee 
at the end of the year.  Your points 
are posted on the 
www.nashvilleaga.org website, and if 
you earn at least 30 points and renew 
your membership by March 31, you 
will receive that $45 rebate from our 
local chapter. This prize is available to 
Full Members who have renewed for 
an entire (non-prorated) year by 
March 31.  
 
All members who renew by March 

31 will be entered in a drawing to win 

a cash prize at the May meeting. 

Couple these opportunities with ben-

efits of regular membership, and eve-

ryone’s a winner! 

Congratulations to Emily Gray! She is  
the winner of the Early Career Con-
test.  As the winner, she won a paid 
for trip to the AGA Southeast Region 
Professional Development Training 
Event.  We need to say thank you to 
all participates who submitted a com-
pleted  test ,and again, congratulate 
Emily on a job well done!   

 

If you like to play the lottery, your 

odds are far better to win prizes in 

the AGA! 

Prizes for Recruiting  

Our goal of reaching a membership 

of 400 is only 19 members shy. Take 

a look at these rewards for success-

fully informing others of our benefits:  

The member who sponsors the most 

new members between May 1, 2014 

and April 30, 2015 will win $100, and 

every member who sponsors at least 

one person will be placed in a draw-

ing to win $50 at the May meeting. 

Congratulations to Melinda Parton, 

who has won the Recruitment Grand 

Prize of expenses paid for the South-

east Regional Professional Develop-

ment Training in Gatlinburg for re-

cruiting the most new members be-

tween September and December of 

this year, and many have given her a 

run for her money. Only one of these 

prizes is given per member.  

Continue to invite first-time guests to 

our luncheons, and you win a $5 gift 

card per lunch. The winnings can re-

ally add up! 

Prizes for Renewing 

Remember that by attending 

meetings, supporting community ser-

vice, or serving the chapter, mem-

bers earn points toward a 50% rebate 

Membership Committee 

Early Career Committee 

Community Service  

mailto:Tammy.Fruscione@cot.tn.gov
mailto:Tammy.Fruscione@cot.tn.gov
mailto:Emily.gray@tn.gov
http://runrocknroll.competitor.com/nashville/volunteer
http://runrocknroll.competitor.com/nashville/volunteer
http://runrocknroll.cpmpetitor.com/nashville/register
http://runrocknroll.cpmpetitor.com/nashville/register
https://fundraising.stjude.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=7819B73DC98E531536B7FD8DCF81BC3D.app295a?idb=1621539919&1761.donation=form1&df_id=1761&FR_ID=3861&PROXY_ID=3861&PROXY_TYPE=21
https://fundraising.stjude.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=7819B73DC98E531536B7FD8DCF81BC3D.app295a?idb=1621539919&1761.donation=form1&df_id=1761&FR_ID=3861&PROXY_ID=3861&PROXY_TYPE=21
https://fundraising.stjude.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=7819B73DC98E531536B7FD8DCF81BC3D.app295a?idb=1621539919&1761.donation=form1&df_id=1761&FR_ID=3861&PROXY_ID=3861&PROXY_TYPE=21
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https://fundraising.stjude.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=7819B73DC98E531536B7FD8DCF81BC3D.app295a?idb=1621539919&1761.donation=form1&df_id=1761&FR_ID=3861&PROXY_ID=3861&PROXY_TYPE=21
https://fundraising.stjude.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=7819B73DC98E531536B7FD8DCF81BC3D.app295a?idb=1621539919&1761.donation=form1&df_id=1761&FR_ID=3861&PROXY_ID=3861&PROXY_TYPE=21
http://www.nashvilleaga.org


Committee News 

Community Service  

Nashville Humane Association 

The Community Service team is in support of the Nashville Humane Association. Please show love with donations of 

toys, treats and food items as well as monetary donations. Canned cat food is the most needed item at this time. Do-

nations will be collected by Angela McElrath-Prossser at the Howard Office Complex, 700 Second Avenue South Suite 

310; Karen B. Hale at W.R. Snodgrass TN Tower, 9th floor; Lisa Lynch, James K. Polk Building, 505 Deaderick Street, 16th 

Floor and Charlotte Gentry, 312 Rosa L. Parks Ave., 23rd floor. Contact joyce.bentley@nashville.gov for additional infor-

mation. Wish list is: 

Towels/blankets  Milk bones Sm/Med/Lg  Peanut butter  Newspaper 
13 & 55 gallon trash bags Collars all sizes   Six-foot dog leashes Cat/dog rubber or plastic toys 
Collars of all sizes  Stainless steel bowls  Cat litter non-scoop Puppy pee pads (PPAWS)  
Purina Chow   Meow Mix Kitten Chow  Zip-Loc bags (qt. size) Dog and puppy food 
Canned dog food   Canned cat food  General office supplies Milk replacer for kittens 
Milk replacer for puppies Clorox bleach    Paper towels  Bales of hay 
Mop heads and nylon brooms 

Channel 8 Membership Drive – AGA Nashville chapter plans to assist WNPT, local public television station, in its pledge 
drive. We will also collect donations from our members to support WNPT. The date has not been set but, you may con-
tact David Lannom at david.lannom@nashville.gov to sign up. 

 

Habitat for Humanity – Spring 2015 

Our chapter plans to help in the build of a house for a family designated by Habitat for Humanity. A date has not been 
set but we are signing up volunteers, you may contact David Lannom at david.lannom@nashville.gov.  

 

Pencil Project Partner — Alex Green 

AGA members, please take some time to support Alex Green Elementary with your presence, you can read a story, vol-

unteer to lend a hand at the school’s PBS Student Achievement Celebrations, or maybe just help a teacher grade pa-

pers at the end of the day. The next PBS Celebration is in March. Contact Melvin Jones at Melvin.Jones@tn.gov to 

schedule time or to obtain further information. 

The Pencil Partnership Breakfast is being held on February 19, 2015 at Metro Police Department’s West Precinct. The 

Nashville AGA Chapter has actively been the Pencil Partner to Alex Green. Melvin Jones and Pamela Marks will repre-

sent the Nashville Chapter with their attendance. 

mailto:joyce.bentley@nashville.gov
mailto:david.lannom@nashville.gov
mailto:david.lannom@nashville.gov
mailto:Melvin.Jones@tn.gov


 
 

Thank  yo u  fo r  your  atten danc e  at  the  

W inter  S em inar !  
 

                  

“ T h e r e  i s  n o  e n d  t o  e d u c a -“ T h e r e  i s  n o  e n d  t o  e d u c a -“ T h e r e  i s  n o  e n d  t o  e d u c a -

ti o n .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  y o u  ti o n .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  y o u  ti o n .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  y o u  

r e a d  a  b o o k ,  p a s s  a n  e x -r e a d  a  b o o k ,  p a s s  a n  e x -r e a d  a  b o o k ,  p a s s  a n  e x -

a m i n a ti o n ,  a n d  fi n i s h  w i t h  a m i n a ti o n ,  a n d  fi n i s h  w i t h  a m i n a ti o n ,  a n d  fi n i s h  w i t h  

e d u c a ti o n .  T h e  w h o l e  o f  e d u c a ti o n .  T h e  w h o l e  o f  e d u c a ti o n .  T h e  w h o l e  o f  

l i f e …  i s  a  p r o c e s s  o f  l i f e …  i s  a  p r o c e s s  o f  l i f e …  i s  a  p r o c e s s  o f  

l e a r n i n g . ”l e a r n i n g . ”l e a r n i n g . ”    

––– J i d d u  K r i s h n a m u r tiJ i d d u  K r i s h n a m u r tiJ i d d u  K r i s h n a m u r ti    

 
 

Over 3,000 CPE Hours Awarded 
209 Attendees 
  8 Presenters 

2 Days 
      1 Great Event!   



 

Alex Green Appreciation — Melvin Jones, Jr., CGFM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we finished, a little girl 
stepped from the bleachers and 
approached 4th grade teacher 
Mrs. White, who had coordinat-
ed the assembly.  The young lady 
asked if she could sing, right 
there in front of everyone.  She 
was given the microphone, and 
she sang the most lovely rendi-
tion of Miley Cyrus’, “The Climb.”  
Tears welled up in mine and so 
many others eyes.  There were 
smiles and total adulation from 
her classmates, as she finished 
the final chorus.  It was BEAUTI-
FUL!!! 
 
And later, it was awesome how 
Joseph was the rock star as all 
the kids that met us in the hall, 
gathered around and asked how 
to say various things in Arabic.  It 
was a fine day… 
 
 

is now a naturalized American citi-
zen, spoke about many interesting 
facets of his childhood and life’s 
journey.  He taught the kids some 
phrases in Arabic, which was a 
huge hit.  
 
I rounded out the trio by sharing 
with the students that they could 
do anything and be anything in 
life.  I told them how people might 
say to them, “You can never do 
that or be that.” I explained I had 
been told that, but through hard 
work, dedication, and believing, I 
achieved many milestones in my 
life.  They were very receptive to 
all of our messages. 
 
 

 

As part of the Nashville Associa-
tion of Government Accountants 
(AGA) PENCIL Partnership with 
Alex Green Elementary School, I 
have been blessed to deliver 
school supplies; talk with stu-
dents, teachers, and staff; read to 
students; and more.  It has been 
one of the greatest experiences I 
have ever had as I have shared 
with another AGA member, Beth 
Chapman, and a good friend of 
our chapter and Alex Green, my 
co-worker, Joseph Ghaly. 
 
We were at the school hosting a 
Teacher’s Appreciation Meal for 
all of the staff and workers at Alex 
Green.  On that day, Beth, Joseph, 
and I also took part in a very spe-
cial assembly that included all of 
the school’s 3rd and 4th Graders.  
The three of us were escorted to 
the gym by one of the 4th grade 
teachers, and when we entered, 
we received the warmest and 
most awesome welcome ever 
from the students!  All of the kids 
rose to their feet and cheered and 
clapped and made us feel 10 feet 
tall. 
 
Beth spoke first on achieving goals 
and on the importance of educa-
tion.  Several times, she has taken 
books and read to the very young 
and the special needs children at 
the school.  Her message at the 
assembly was great!  Joseph, who 
is originally from Cairo, Egypt and 

Melvin Jones, Jr., CGFM 



 

Community Service — Alex Green Pencil Project 



Allison Barnett, Comptroller’s Office, No Sponsor 

Christina Binkley, Metro Water Services, No Sponsor 

Ronald Erickson, Retired, Returning Member 

Amy Johnson, Becker Professional Education, No                        

             Sponsor 

Amy Schular, Metro Public Works, No Sponsor 

Michael Walden, State of Tennessee, No Sponsor 

Joshua Bare, Guest of Donna Nicely 

Danielle Leake, Guest of Melissa LaHue 

Fred Marshall, Guest of Keevia Battle 

Keith Nichols, Guest of Charlotte Gentry 

Richard Osgood, Guest of Melissa LaHue 

Susan Smith, Guest of Padma Pai 

Patricia Tate-Smith, Guest of Charlotte Gentry 

Kevin Tierney, Guest of Keevia Battle 

Michael Walden, Guest of Mary Lou Goins 

Member NewsMember NewsMember News   

Welcome New Members! Welcome February Meeting Guests 

Membership Benefits 

As an AGA member, you gain access to a host of benefits designed to support your career growth and your success. 

Key benefits include: 

 Education and networking opportunities through more than 100 AGA Chapters 

 Four annual national training events with member rates that save you more than $150 per event 

 Social networking on LinkedIn 

 Access to the online members' directory 

 Awards and Scholarship programs 

 Leadership and volunteer opportunities at the chapter and national level 

 Career Center and Online Job Bank 

 Young Professionals program 

 Hundreds of Continuing Professional Education opportunities including complimentary members-only webinars 

 Member discounts for online CPE opportunities 

 Advocacy: AGA provides valuable input to standards-setting bodies and policy-makers on behalf of the government 

financial management profession 

 Subscription to the quarterly Journal of Government Financial Management 

 Topics weekly e-newsletter 

 Thought Leadership library 

 Discount on CGFM renewal fees 

 

Join Today! View the membership types and choose one that's right for you. 

http://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/AGA-Chapters.aspx
http://www.agacgfm.org/Events---CPE/National-Training-Events.aspx
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1049477&trk=anet_ug_hm
http://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Awards---Recognition-(1).aspx
http://www.agacgfm.org/About/Governance.aspx
http://aga.careerbank.com/home/
http://www.agacgfm.org/Events---CPE/Calendar.aspx
http://www.agacgfm.org/Events---CPE/Earn-CPE-Online.aspx
http://www.agacgfm.org/Research---Publications/Journal.aspx
http://www.agacgfm.org/Research---Publications/Topics-e-newsletter.aspx
http://www.agacgfm.org/Research---Publications/Thought-Leadership-Library.aspx
http://www.agacgfm.org/CGFM-Certification/Maintaining-Certification.aspx
http://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Join-or-Renew.aspx
http://www.agacgfm.org/Membership/Join-or-Renew.aspx


Highlights from the February MeetingHighlights from the February MeetingHighlights from the February Meeting   



Why Change by Melvin Jones, Jr., CGFMWhy Change by Melvin Jones, Jr., CGFMWhy Change by Melvin Jones, Jr., CGFM   

Steve Jobs said, “For the past 33 
years, I have looked in the mirror 
every morning and asked myself: 'If 
today were the last day of my life, 
would I want to do what I am about 
to do today?' And whenever the an-
swer has been 'No' for too many 
days in a row, I know I need to 
change something.”  He was one of 
the greatest, most forward thinking 
minds ever.  Even Jobs knew that 
change must be evaluated with a 
finite questioning that says, “Is this 
working, is this not,” and “what will I 
do about it today?” 
 
In the change that happens every 
day, there will be struggle.  Freder-
ick Douglass knew, and said, “If 
there is no struggle, there is no pro-
gress.”   Hugh Prather said, “Just 
when I think I have learned the way 
to live, life changes.”  Life changes 
for us every day, every hour, every 
minute.  We must prepare for it, and 
become wiser at identifying mean-
ingful, necessary change to build 
great families, businesses and gov-
ernments.   As Gandhi said, “We 
must be the change we wish to see 
in the world.” Change and see. 
 
 (*--Named quotes from on line site, 
Brainy Quotes.)  

In the words of George Bernard 
Shaw, “Progress is impossible with-
out change, and those who cannot 
change their minds cannot change 
anything.”  Mahatma Gandhi also 
said, “You must be the change you 
wish to see in the world.”  Taken to-
gether, Gandhi and Shaw are saying 
you have to change for there to be 
change. 
 
We live and work in a time when 
change, the noun, is used to justify 
any idea someone wants to imple-
ment to alter the way things are.  
Change, the verb, is action predicated 
by a perceived need to move, to re-
do, to make over or better.  But too 
often, people do not survey the land-
scape to define the required change, 
especially if it requires serious intro-
spection.  We would be wise to com-
pletely ingrain the words of A.C. Ben-
son into our lives; “Very often a 
change of self is needed more than a 
change of scene.” 
 
There are times when change is just 
someone’s effort to inflict their will 
on their environment, without ade-
quate review and summation, prior 
to making the change.  Modern sky-
scrapers and other awesome designs 
by architects are useless, if the con-
tractors and engineers cannot get the 
structure stand within the tolerances 
of nature and mathematics. A person 
can change a design, but there is no 
changing the laws of force and stress 
and basic analytics related to how 
things work together, from founda-
tion to spire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have heard it said that “Change is 
the only constant,” and that “Change 
is inevitable.”  I was once told that, 
“If you cannot change or adapt, you 
will get left behind.”  Then, I have 
heard it I said, “Fear of change is fear 
of life.”  Scripture tells us not to fear, 
and President Roosevelt told the 
country, “There is nothing to fear, 
but fear itself.” But that is a discus-
sion for another day.   
 
Leo Tolstoy stated that “Everyone 
thinks of changing the world, but no 
one thinks of changing himself.”  
Truth is that unless we are willing to 
change ourselves and our own minds, 
we will never learn to change anyone 
else’s.  My grandmother never spoke 
specifically about change, but she 
would say, “Just keep on living…,” 
when one of us would undoubtedly 
say, “I would never,” or “Why did you 
do that?”  Her wisdom was timeless. I 
find myself telling my children and 
people in their early careers, “…just 
keep on living.” 

Melvin Jones, Jr., CGFM 
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LUNCHEON/CEC MINUTES 

To read the minutes from the 

most recent  CEC 

and luncheon 

meeting, please 

visit the chapter 

website at 

www.nashvilleaga.org . The 

luncheon minutes will be present-

ed for approval at the next busi-

ness meeting scheduled for      

March 9, 2015. 

   

Editor’s Corner 

We truly enjoy 

reading articles 

submitted from 

our membership. 

Please share your 

thoughts and ideas or inter-

esting news with us by sub-

mitting your article to                 

Karen.B.Hale@cot.tn.gov no 

later than March 13 for the 

next edition of our newsletter. 

If you have any questions, 

please let me know.                                  

                                          Thanks! 

 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

From time to time departments 

forward job opportunities to the 

Website Committee which are 

posted for members’ convenience. 

If you are interested in new job 

offerings or know someone who is, 

go to this link for detailed infor-

mation: http://nashvilleaga.org/

jobs.html . 

Our Current Standing as of December 31, 2014, is as Follows:  

Chapter Recognition Section Points Maximum Percentage 

Chapter Leadership, Planning & Participation 2,475 3,000 83% 

Education & Professional Development 2,700 4,000 68% 

Certification 1,800 4,000 45% 

Communications 3,584 3,000 119% 

Membership 3,550 4,000 89% 

Accountability 850 2,000 43% 

Community Service 2,200 2,000 110% 

Awards 200 1,000 20% 

     TOTALS 17,359 23,000 75% 



Officers 

President 
Michelle Earhart, CPA 
(615) 253-6057 
Michelle.Earhart@tn.gov 
 
President-Elect 
Penny Austin, CGFM, CPA, CISA 
(615) 401-7838 
Penny.Austin@cot.tn.gov 
 
Immediate Past President 
Rusty Lacy 
(615) 401-7764 
Rusty.Lacy@cot.tn.gov 
 
Secretary 
Janet Stewart 
(615) 741-9821 
Janet.Stewart@tn.gov 
 
Treasurer 
Sandra Brown 
(615) 741-2638 
Sandra.K.Brown@tn.gov 
 

One-Year Directors 
 
Hellens Cruz-Sanchez, CPA, CFE 
Program Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5396 
Hellens.Cruz.Sanchez@cot.tn.gov 
 
John Dunne 
Meetings & Attendance Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5286 
John.Dunne@cot.tn.gov 
 
Michael Edwards, CGFM 
(615) 747-5277 
Michael.Edwards@cot.tn.gov 
 
Andrew Furlong 
Finance Co-Chair 
(615)  253-2018 
Andy.Furlong@tn.gov 
 
Kandi Thomas, CGFM 
(615) 747-5274 
Kandi.Thomas@cot.tn.gov 
 
 

Two-Year Directors 
 
Rachelle Cabading, CFE 
Education Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7841 
Rachelle.Cabading@cot.tn.gov 
 
Charlotte Gentry 
Membership Co-Chair 
(615) 253-8515 
Charlotte.Gentry@tn.gov 
 
Cindy Hobbs 
Program Co-Chair 
(615)  741-6199 
Cindy.Hobbs@tn.gov 
 
Pamela Marks 
Community Service Co-Chair 
(615) 862-6212 
Pamela.Marks@nashville.gov 
 
Alicia Reynolds, CPA 
Early Career Chair 
(615) 741-9442 
Alicia.Reynolds@tn.gov 
 
Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs 

 
Nathan Abbott, CISA, CFE 
Webmaster Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7842 
Nathan.Abbott@cot.tn.gov 
 
Gerry Boaz, CGFM, CPA 
Accountability Outreach Chair 
(615) 747-5262 
Gerry.Boaz@cot.tn.gov 
 
Bridget Carver, CFE 
Membership Co-Chair 
(615) 401-7959 
Bridget.Carver@cot.tn.gov 
 
Karen B. Hale, MAOM, CGFM 
Communications Chair 
(615) 401-7742 
Karen.B.Hale@cot.tn.gov 
 
Jeff Hughes, MBA, CGFM, CFE 
Awards Chair 
(931) 729-5161 
Jeff.Hughes@tn.gov 

Committee Chairs and Co-Chairs 
 
Angela McElrath-Prosser 
Community Service Co-Chair 
(615) 862-6189 
Angela.Mcelrath@nashville.gov 
 
William Sadler, CGFM  
CGFM Chair 
(615) 747-5268 
Drew.Sadler@cot.tn.gov 
 
Scarlet Sneed, CGFM, CPA, CFE 
Meetings and Attendance Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5243 
Scarlet.Sneed@cot.tn.gov 
 
Alexander Warns 
Finance Co-Chair 
(615) 741-0578 
Alexander.Warns@tn.gov 
 
Dan Willis, CGFM, CPA, CISA 
Webmaster Co-Chair 
(615) 747-5247 
Daniel.Willis@cot.tn.gov 
 
Michael Winston, CGFM 
Education Co-Chair 
(615) 741-8348 
J.Michael.Wintson@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
Chapter Address: 
 
AGA Nashville Chapter 
PO Box 198025 
Nashville, TN 37219 
 
 
Visit the Nashville Chapter website at 
www.nashvilleaga.org  
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